THE MAKING OF THE POPULAR FRONT
questions and a definite program; instead they discussed the organis-
ation of a debate on questions concerning the United Front.. .*'1&
Thus, the French Communists in 1934 had clear instructions: they
were to disintegrate the Socialist Party from below by means of attacks
on its leaders, and they were to make sure that any common action
which took place was under Communist leadership. During the weeks
following the events of February 1934 they followed these instructions
carefully. "It is under the direction of the Communist Party, in spite of
and in the face of the Socialist party, that fighting unity between Com-
munist and Socialist proletarians will be forged,** Thorez declared.11
So, even though the Socialist and Communist leaders had appeared
together in the great demonstration on 12 February, the attacks of the
Communist press continued as intensively as ever, and the readers of
VHumanite were, for example, exhorted to remember that the workers
killed in the riots "had been killed by bullets paid for by credits voted
by the Socialist deputies",12 while Thorez constantly alleged that the
Socialist rank and file were turning away from their "embourgeoise"
leaders and the 'Criminal policy" of the Socialist Party. It is worth
noting, too, that Thorez was particularly bitter against those leaders on
the Left of the Socialist Party, such as Marceau Pivert, who were
showing signs of taking the leading place in the movement for working-
class unity which the Communists had reserved for themselves.
So, for four months after the February riots, little progress was
made towards the achievement of a common front, at least as far as the
leaders of the Socialist and Communist parties were concerned. Yet
their common opposition to the Doumergue government and, above
all, the desire of the ordinary French workman for real working-class
unity in a critical political situation, were forcing Socialist party leaden
towards joint action. This, therefore, was to be the main theme of the
special Socialist Party Congress which the executive committee of the
party decided, on n March, to summon for the Whitsun week-end
(20 May). There was, in fact, considerable impatience among many
sections of the Socialist Party. In spite of Communist rebuffs and
insults, some of the Left-wing leaders, notably Zyromski and Marceau
Pivert, continued to press for action to form a common front on the
lines suggested by the Socialists in the Department of the Seine
immediately after 6 February.
10 Theses and Resolutions, pp. 27-8              u UHummtte 20 March 1934
12 Vaillant-Couturier in VHutnmitd 17 Feb. 1934
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